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Abstract 

 
This study extends the accounting education research by reporting a 
case study implementing a Project-based learning (PBL) method in 
improving accounting skills following the International Accounting 
Education Standards (IES): professional skills. The purpose of the study 
is threefold: to examine the learning process using PBL to enhance 
accounting skills, to compare the performance of PBL students with non-
PBL students in accounting skills, and to explore the perception of 
students on the benefits of PBL.The participants were divided into two 
groups, an experimental group instructed under PBL and a control group 
taught by a traditional method. Two types of evaluation, i.e., instructor 
evaluation and student self-evaluation, were used to assess the 
participants’performances and four competence areas, including 
intellectual, interpersonal and communication, personal, and 
organisational. This research describes the processes in developing and 
managing PBL in an accounting classroom. Based on the assessment 
reports, it was found that the PBL group outperformed the traditional 
group. In addition, the results from a questionnaire indicated that the 
participants in the experimental group improved all accounting skills 
significantly, especially personal skills, compared to those in the control 
group. This study proposes a method of teaching accounting cycle that it 
is beneficial to adopt PBL at an early stage of the learning and teaching 
process when accounting is introduced. The findings of this study also 
shed light into the use of PBL in improving students’ skills to foster 
positive experience learning, responsibility, and commitment for lifelong 
learning for accounting educators.This research challenges interested 
instructors in redesigning teaching and learning processes of accounting 
cycle under time and resource constraints. 
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