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South Asia is one of the fastest growing economies in the world with an average of 7.1% 
GDP. Most countries in South Asia have significantly improved their competitiveness in 
the last few years in the region. The region has aimed on improving the overall health, 
education, transportation besides upgrading their infrastructures which is evident with 
improved life expectancy, fertility and literacy rate. This transition engenders a huge 
energy demand in this region. However, the region is grossly energy deficient, it depends 
mainly on imported fossil fuel. If the current pace of development is to be sustained, an 
effective regional collaboration has to come into existence to combat the looming energy 
crisis. As of now, South Asia has not been able to capitalize initiatives like Bangladesh, 
China, India and Myanmar, Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation, South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation, whereas 
these organizations can play a significant role to ensure energy security in this region. 
Besides, an effective regional integration, South Asia needs to explore alternative and 
more renewable sources of energy to fuel its further development. Therefore, the aim of 
this paper is to analyze the existing energy scenario of South Asia region, describe the 
energy prospects of an effective regional collaboration for the future energy security and 
the challenges related to market barriers, high prices and geo-political issues to be 
tackled in the process of implementation by the policy makers and researchers. 
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