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The 2030 agenda of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the United Nations 
sets out a global framework to end extreme poverty, fight inequality, ensure improved 
and sustainable living conditions, and protect the environment. In terms of implementing 
these goals and attaining them, an emerging economy like Bangladesh is demonstrating 
a promising performance. However, the economy of Bangladesh is heavily dependent on 
the RMG sector in terms of its contribution in exports and GDP which makes our 
economy highly vulnerable. In order to tackle this vulnerability and attaining the SDGs, 
this paper aims to introduce tourism as a potential sector for export diversification. With 
USD 1.7 trillion in worldwide export earnings generation, this sector can serve as a 
catalyst for economic development, innovation, and entrepreneurship (UNWTO World 
Tourism Barometer and Statistical Annex, 2019). Being enriched with natural beauty, 
cultural and archaeological heritage, the tourism industry in Bangladesh has contributed 
4.4% to GDP, 3.8% to employment and 1.5% to investment in 2013 (Chandra Roy & Roy, 
2015). This paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the significance of the tourism 
industry towards achieving the SDGs by exploring the contribution and scopes of the 
tourism industry in a range of socioeconomic and environmental conditions including 
poverty alleviation, innovation and industrialization, sustainable consumption and 
production, and climate change in Bangladesh. Additionally, this paper provides some 
policy prescriptions for development of sustainable tourism in Bangladesh. 
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